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~(Strategic Questions )

Promote Critical Thinking
Engage students... spark curiosity
Assess understanding
Encourage active learning
Facilitate differentiation
Foster safe, risk-taking classrooms
Build relationships
Drive learning organically
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Classrooms - Peter Liljedahl

1.Stimulate Thinking: Ask open-ended questions that promote

problem-solving & reasoning, rather than just recall.

2.Delay Answers: Allow students time to struggle with problems before
providing feedback, encouraging persistence.

3.Shift Cognitive Load: Use questions that make students think critically
and make decisions, rather than the teacher providing all answers.

4.Promote Discussion: Encourage student collaboration through questions
that require justification of ideas.

5.Minimize Teacher Talk: Focus on facilitating rather than explaining, giving
students space to lead the learning.

6.Purposeful Questions: Ask targeted questions to advance students'

thinking and deepen understanding.

— Timing )
Pre-plan your questions with the learning outcomes in mind. Good
questions can be tricky to come up with on the spot.

Start During End

e Spark curiosity Deepen understanding ¢ Reflect on the learni

e Make predictions e Clarify/scaffold learning « Encourage more

e Guide learning thinking
“I’m stuck™ “P’m Tinished”
What do you notice? Is there another way?
What do you wonder? Is there a better way?
What do you already know? Where could | use this?
What do you not yet know? Is there a way | can check that

I'm correct?

o Getstudentbuy-in e Assess understanding e Reinforce the learning

 Hints )

Scaffold Questions: Start with simpler questions to build confidence,
then gradually increase complexity to challenge.

Positive Reinforcement: Acknowledge/value all responses, even if

ng they're incorrect, and guide students toward the correct answerin a
supportive way.

Answer questions with questions designed to get students thinking.

Be ok with not giving an answer. My favorite - “I'll go away and research,
you do the same and we'll discuss what we found next lesson.”
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